
“What’s past is prologue,” Shakespeare wrote
in “The Tempest,” a fitting description of the
historical significance of Ariel motorcycles,
a true pioneer builder of fine machinery and
significant innovator in the art of engineering
excellence, especially on two wheels. Ariel’s
rich history lives on today partly due to the
qualities of the product, but largely the result
of dedicated people devoted to keeping Ariel
going strong into its third century. 

Let’s leave alliterative nuances to the
scholars, but at least tip a hat to Ariel’s name
drawn from the character Ariel in “The Tem-
pest,” a fictional spirit also linked by biblical
reference to Ariel in the Book of Isaiah, a
name meaning “Lion of the Lord.” Anyone
riding the famous Ariel Square 4 might eas-
ily relate to being King of the Jungle, but
Ariel is much more than just one motorcycle

and features a history rich with innovation
and talented people who inspired it. 

According to a marvelous history provided
by the Ariel Motorcycle Club of North Amer-
ica (AMCNA) on its website at
http://www.arielnorthamerica.org, Ariel was
germinated by James Starley in 1869 who
was then a foreman at Coventry Sewing Ma-
chine Company in Birmingham, England.
Described as a “gifted engineer and inventor,”
Starley apparently wasn’t in stitches over the
sewing business and renamed the business
Coventry Machinists Company where he and
partner William Hillman set up shop building
bicycles. 

Even at these early times, Starley’s knack
for improving wheeled transport shined
brightly and Starley and Hillman are credited
with making the first commercially produced


